
 

MEN’S SOFTBALL RULES & REGULATIONS 

GENERAL 
● The umpire’s ruling on a play is final.  
● The Al-Wahda Tournament Committee Officials reserve the right to modify 

these rules at any time.  
● The Al-Wahda Tournament Committee Officials reserve the right to eject 

anyone, player or spectator, for inappropriate conduct.  
● The Al-Wahda Festival has a zero-tolerance drug and alcohol policy for all 

participants and guests. 

● Where not mentioned specifically, Al-Wahda Festival Softball games will be 
governed by the rules of NSA Canada (NSA). 

1.00 – PLAYING PROCEDURES 
1.01 – Dimensions of the diamond will be as governed by the NSA. Pitching distance 
will between 50 feet and 60 feet. 

1.02 – A commit line of 28 feet will be added, players crossing the commit line and 
returning will be called out 

1.03 – A mercy of 5 runs per inning will be in effect for the first 6 innings of the 
game. The 7th or last (as declared by the umpire) inning shall be unlimited. 

1.04 – Unless otherwise stated, the home team will be the determined by a coin toss 
and will be the defensive team at the start of each inning 

1.05 – Warm up prior to games must be restricted to the outfield. No infield warm 
up may take place. 

1.06 – Tournament activities shall halt for salaat (prayer) time, as designated on the 
schedule. 

1.07 – In the case of 1.06, all tournament activities shall resume once salaat time has 
concluded. Any activity on the infield and outfield is strictly prohibited. 

1.08 – An injured player may be removed from the game, and will be skipped in the 
batting order without resulting in an out. 

1.09 – A time limit of 60 minutes will be imposed, no new inning may begin after 60 
minutes have elapsed. 
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1.10 – A team shall be declared winner if they are 12 or more runs ahead of the 
opposition after 5 complete innings (4½ if the home team is leading). 

1.11 – Bases will be 65′ apart. 

1.12 – All at bats will start with a 1 ball, 1 strike count 

2.00 – EQUIPMENT 
2.01 – Only softball bats are allowed to be used in the league. There are no 
restrictions on governing bodies for approval. Final ruling is the judgement of the 
umpire. 

2.02 – The Al-Wahda Tournament Committee HIGHLY recommends protective 
equipment for softball. This includes, but is not limited to, batting helmets, 
facemasks, shin guards, chest protectors. (please note: that the use of any form of 
protective equipment is at the individual participants discretion unless the 
league/tournament the participant chose to play in has made certain protective 
equipment mandatory within their guidelines and or rules) NOTE: Any player that 
teases or taunts another player for using ANY form of protective equipment shall be 
immediately ejected from the game with no warning. 

2.03 – Players should refrain from wearing any metal jewellery. For all other types of 
jewellery, if distracting the umpire may ask the player to remove it. 

2.04 – Players that do not have the minimum uniform will not be eligible to play in 
the game. Minimum uniform consists of matching jerseys/shirts. 

2.05 – Players may wear their hats forwards or backwards without being called out 
at bat. 

3.00 – EXTRA PLAYERS 
3.01 – A minimum of 7 players is required to start a game. A 10 minute grace period 
will be given, after which the offending team will forfeit. 

3.02 – A team having 7 or 8 players may request a NON-fielding catcher from their 
opponent. The opponent MUST provide this player. 

3.03 – Late arriving players can be added to the lineup at any time in the game upon 
their arrival. They will assume the last position in the batting lineup 

3.04 – Failure to field 7 players will result in a forfeit. 

4.00 – RUNNING 
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4.01 – There is a limit of 5 courtesy runners per game. Any player can act as a 
courtesy runner for any other player. 

4.01 Exception – In the case of a tournament exemption, players on a given team 
may be granted an unlimited ability to have a courtesy runner applied to them. This 
exemption does not discount the team’s ability to use the provisions of 4.01. There 
is only one type of exception available permanent. Permanent – There will be no 
restrictions on this exemption, if the player wishes to run in a game, it will not 
impact the team’s ability to courtesy for them later at no charge. The last out of the 
previous inning will run from a position parallel to home plate and facing the the 
backstop, that runner can only run once the ball is hit. If there is no last out, the 
team may designate a runner of their choosing. 

4.02 – A courtesy runner replaces the batter after the batter has safely reached a 
base. 

4.03 – Sliding is permitted at all bases, except home plate. Sliding at home plate will 
result in an automatic out. 

4.04 – Stepping on the strike mat by a runner shall be ruled an automatic out 

4.05 – Except in the case of rounding the base, stepping on the white portion of first 
base, and not the orange safety portion, shall be ruled an automatic out. 

4.06 – Leading off is not permitted. However, an “anticipation step” is allowed by 
runners on base after the ball has reached the plate or has been offered at. Any 
player deemed to have left early by the umpires shall be declared out. 

4.07 – In the event of an intentional walk, as in 6.05 and 5.05, the batter (or runners) 
will not touch the bases in sequence and can proceed directly to their awarded 
base. This is a dead ball award and runners advance as awarded. The defensive 
team cannot appeal a missed base in this scenario. 

5.00 – BATTING 
5.01 – A foul ball on second strike will be deemed an out 

5.02 – A homerun limit shall be enforced for each game. No team may have a 
differential of homeruns greater than 3 to their opponent. If a player hits a HR that 
exceeds this differential, they will be declared out. No runners may advance in such 
a scenario. 

5.03 – Bunting is illegal. Any player ruled to have bunted be it fair or foul shall be 
declared out. 
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5.04 – HRs do not require any bases to be touched, nor any runners to advance. It 
will be scored as though all runners including the batter-runner have crossed. No 
appeals are permitted. 

5.05 – Any batter that is judged by the umpire to have been issued an intentional 
walk, either automatically or by pitching wildly will be advanced to second base 
directly. All other runners will advance if forced. Exception: This rule is nullified if 
even a single strike is thrown. After which, only a one base award will be granted. 

6.00 – PITCHING 
6.01 – The pitcher must start with both feet inside the pitching circle and end with at 
least one foot in the pitching circle 

6.02 – A pitch must be thrown between 6 feet to 10 feet high, failure to do so will 
result in an illegal pitch 

6.03 – An illegal pitch is a live ball that can be hit or swung at. When not swung at 
the pitch will be automatically called a ball, regardless of where it lands 

6.04 – A strike is a ball that either lands legally on home plate or the strike mat, 
offered at by the batter, or is fouled off. 

6.05 – If a team wishes to intentionally walk a player, they do not need to throw a 
pitch. They can simply indicate their desire to walk the player. 

7.00 – UMPIRES 
7.01 – Any rule not covered by these rules will be at the discretion of the umpire 

7.02 – Any intent to injure shall be ruled an automatic ejection and is subject to 
suspension from the tournament. 

7.03 – Any ejection will result in an automatic next game suspension. Additional 
suspension and fine is at the discretion of Al-Wahda Festival Softball Chair. 

7.04 – An ejected player must leave the park and cannot remain on the bench, 
bleachers, or vicinity of the diamond. Exceptions can be made at the discretion of 
the umpire. 

7.05 – The umpire will monitor the timing of the game on his clock and will declare 
the last inning when appropriate. See 1.09. 

7.06 – The umpire is the ultimate authority on the field. 

8.00 – FINES & SUSPENSIONS 
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8.01 – Any player found to be consuming alcohol or using drugs will be 
automatically removed from the game. Suspended pending review, and be removed 
from the tournament. 

8.02 – Any inappropriate behaviour on the field can result in a suspension issued by 
the Al-Wahda Festival Softball chair, this suspension is independent of any action 
taken by the umpire at the game. 

8.03 – Smoking of cigarettes, cigars or other products, be they conventional or 
electronic, on the field or inside the dugouts will result in immediate ejection of the 
player committing the offence. Players are permitted to smoke outside of the 
dugouts and away from the playing field. 

9.00 – SCORING 
9.01 – Captains should submit their lineup to the scorekeeper at least 5 minutes 
prior to the start of the game. 

9.02 – A forfeit will be ruled as a 12-0 loss (equivalent to a mercy). 

9.03 – Wins will be 2 points, Ties will be 1 point, and Losses are 0 points. 

9.04 – Tie breakers are as follows: Points, Wins, Fewest Losses, Head to Head, Run 
Differential (RF-RA), Runs For, Coin Toss 

9.05 – A complete game is the completion of 4 innings (3.5 with the home team 
ahead) 

 

Rules are subject to change without notice 
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